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A study published in the Review of 
Educational Research (2016) this week 
suggests that school climate is 
something educators and 
communities should prioritize and can 
be a way to bridge the student 
achievement gap.  The study reviewed 
15 years' of research on schools 
worldwide and found that positive 
school climate had a significant impact 
on academic performance.  Perhaps 
more important, the study did not find 
a link between school climate and 
socioeconomic status.  

Many of you have heard about the 
replacement for No Child Left Behind, 
the Every Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA).  What you may not be 
aware of is that it now requires states 
to include non-academic factors, like 
school climate, into how they gauge 
school success.  Last year, the District 
conducted a student school climate 
survey and that process will be 
repeated again this year.  Student 
input on the conditions of the school 
district is important, and we plan to 
expand that climate survey to staff in 

the spring, when we conduct the 
student survey.  The amount of 
information that was garnered from 
our student survey last year figured 
into our Comprehensive Plan and our 
District procedures.  It also was a topic 
of discussion, when I met with 
members of the Ministerium this past 
spring.  The fact that it may become a 
component of measuring school 
success overall is just a bonus. 

Improving school climate can be 
difficult.  It can take years to develop 
or change the culture of a school and 
community.  It also coordinates with 
our Differentiated focus.  In addition to 
providing our students with the 
academic skills to be successful as 
individuals, it is equally important that 
we give them the attitude and 
confidence that they can be 
successful.  

As a district, we have been 
working through collaborative efforts 
to make improvements to our school 
climate, but we still have work to do.   
  
 

 
High School News  
National Honors Society students 
participated in the Elementary Safe Trick-
or-Treat.  All the students dressed up and 
had a great time with the roughly 250 
elementary age students and their 
families.  Thanks NHS!  

 

Elementary News  
Mrs. Tomasko’s students wrote narratives about 
characters in stories they have been reading and 
then brought their characters to life as a pumpkin! 

How Important is School Climate? 
 

By Dr. John W. Zesiger 

http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2016/01/06/essa-law-broadens-definition-of-school-success.html
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2016/01/06/essa-law-broadens-definition-of-school-success.html
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Upcoming Events & Activities 
Black Knight Pride! 

Action for Healthy Kids strives to have every kid healthy, active, 
and ready to learn.  To accomplish this, the organization sets out to 
mobilize school professionals, families, and communities to take 
actions that lead to healthy eating, physical activity, and healthier 
schools where kids thrive.  Recently Action for Healthy Kids announced 
that our high school nurse, Tonya Lewis, was selected as one of 12 
Action for Healthy Kids Healthy School Heroes for 2016.  Her selection 
was based on her dedication to creating a healthy school environment.  
The creation of the walking club and yoga club that met during activity 
periods were just a few of the activities that led to her nomination.  

Action for Healthy Kids will be posting Mrs. Lewis’ bio and story 
on their website and promoting Mrs. Lewis in local print and broadcast 
media.  Her story, along with the other hero award winners, can be 
found on www.actionforhealthykids.org.  Congratulations to Mrs. 
Lewis! 

Teladoc…. 
In response to some of the questions we 

have encountered this week concerning the 
healthcare change and our benefits, another 
program that does not get used enough by our 
district is Teladoc.  Founded in 2002, Teladoc is 
the first and largest provider of telemedicine 
and telehealth medical consultation in the 
United States, allowing over 7.5 million 
members 24/7/365 access to affordable medical 
care via phone and online video consultations. 

Teladoc provides access to a network of 
U.S. board-certified physicians, who can resolve 
many medical issues, it’s quality healthcare, 
when and where our employees need it, and it’s 
included in our healthcare package at no 
additional cost to our staff members.  

All Teladoc physicians are U.S. board-
certified, licensed, and average 15 years of 
practice experience. 

MoValley employees can rest assured that 
they are speaking with an actual physician who 
can resolve many of their medical issues at no 
cost. 

Highmark.com/Teladoc 
1-800-Teladoc (835-2362) 

 

 
 

 November 11: Veteran’s Day – No School 

No November 11th Newsletter 

 November 18: First Day of Winter Sports 
 November 24: Thanksgiving  Break [No School] 
 November 28-29: Hunting Season  

 
 

  

Mrs. Krejnus’s students are learning about the 
human brain and what the parts do by 
comparing it to what might be malfunctioning in 
a zombie brain.  In this case, a zombie brain 
made of jello. 

 Students in Mr. Avvampato's 8th 
grade technology education class 
determining crane efficiency based 
on weight 

Mrs. Lewis dressed in her Care Bear 
outfit on Halloween Day 

  


